
AUTHOR        
IDENTIFICATION

Academia-based 
projects or services

Academia.edu

http://www.academia.edu
Authors self-register themselves, their departments and universities/institutions
Authors add details of their papers 
Currently has around 24K people and 87K papers 

Arrowsmith Project

http://arrowsmith.psych.uic.edu/
arrowsmith_uic/index.html

Developed at UIllinois Chicago
Predicts probability that two papers are authored by the same person
Statistical model based on multiple 
features using Medline database

arXiv's author identifier system

http://arxiv.org/help/author_identifiers
arXiv has introduced a new author identifier system 
(April 2009). Initially, authors must opt-in to having 
a public identifier but eventually the database will 
have public identifiers for all authors without having 
to enlist author help in verification

AuthorClaim

http://arrowsmith.psych.uic.edu/arrowsmith_uic/index.html
Developed from Open Society Institute funded ACIS software. 
Interdisciplinary version of the RePEc Author Service. In early 2009, 
there are 19 million documents to be claimed, the bulk from PubMed. 
Work is under way to add data from all DOAR registered archives.

EPrints repository software

http://www.eprints.org/software/v3/
Author disambiguation through controlled metadata 
(autocomplete function) based on institutional 
personnel database and email address 

Names project

http://names.mimas.ac.uk/
JISC-funded project: partners MIMAS and British Library
Project has produced documentation on data mapping and software requirements 
Developing a prototype based on data extracted from Zetoc (see National Systems list)

RePEc Author Service
http://authors.repec.org/about
Registry of author names in economics

Universal Author 
Identifier System

https://clotho.iml.uom.gr:8443/uai_sys/aboutuai.xhtml

Part of the Cascading Citations Analysis Project (Alexander 
Technological Education Institute and University of Macedonia)
Authors self-register

Proprietary systems: 
publishers

Thomson Reuters Distinct Author 
Identification System

http://scientific.thomsonreuters.com/
support/faq/wok3new/dais/

Other publisher author ID systems

Scopus Author Identifier (Elsevier)

http://info.scopus.com/news/press/
pr_060613.asp

20 million author profiles

Wiley-Blackwell Author Services
http://www.blackwellpublishing.com/bauthor/

Proprietary systems: 
aggregator or library 
vendor systems

OCLC WorldCat Identity Service 
http://orlabs.oclc.org/Identities/

Information on 20 million authors

Journal Supply Chain Efficiency 
Improvement Pilot

http://www.journalsupplychain.com/

Partners: British Library, SWETS, 
Ringold, HighWire Press
INSTITUTIONAL identifier system
Planned to expand pilot from mid-2007: 
no new information on website

ProQuest Scholar Universe

http://www.scholaruniverse.com/
2 million scholar profiles derived from multiple 
sources, including scholars themselves

International 
initiatives and 
standards

ISNI (International Standard Name Identifier) 
[was ISPI (International Standard Party Identifier)]

http://www.isni.org/

Draft ISO Standard (ISO 27729)
Identifies creators by unique 16-digit number

BioMedExperts

http://www.biomedexperts.com
BioMedEXperts minePubmed data, disambiguate names and assign a unique ID to each author in 
the corpus. This can then be verified through authors signing up and claiming their profiles

FRANAR

http://www.ifla.org/VII/d4/wg-franar.htm

IFLA's Working Group on Functional Requirements and Numbering of Authority Records
Two reports - on funcrional requrements for authoroty data and on feasibility of an 
intenaitonal standard authority data number published in the last two years

ISAAR(CPF) International Standard Archival Authority 
Record for Corporate Bodies, Persons, and Families

http://www.ica.org/en/node/30230
Developed by the International Council on Archives

Library name authority 
systems: MARC-based

Example: NACO, the name authority programme of the Program for Cooperative 
Cataloguing (http://www.loc.gov/catdir/pcc/2001pcc.html) 

NOMEN is an example of an XML-based enhanced name authority system based on MARC/
MARC21 but web-based so obviating the need for proprietary library catalogues

ONESAC
http://www.portia.dk/pubs/ONEX/Misc/ONESAC/RDFandONESAC.pdf

Multi-partner consortium prototyping project with the aim of merging 
data from different sources to avoid duplication of effort

National  systems

GEPRIS

http://gepris.dfg.de/gepris/octopus/gepris;jsessionid=y2D-
vJpQCJSVFjVgk0JlnjvhytJvJJ9svh7LXB5qHxv1PfFfTNP6h!-912550957

DFG's research information system

DissOnline
http://www.dissonline.de/

Maintained by German National Library. Authors who gain PhDs in Germany are recorded here with a unique identifier

Digital Author Identifier

http://www.surffoundation.nl/smartsite.dws?ch=eng&id=13480

Unique number system for all authors in Dutch research system
Links PICA database held by libraries to national METIS research information system

FRIDA
https://wo.uio.no/as/WebObjects/frida.woa/wa/default?la=en&inst=194

Norwegian national research information system

People Australia
http://www.nla.gov.au/initiatives/peopleaustralia/index.html

Will make the Australian Name Authority File, maintained by Australia's libraries, available on the Web

NAMES prototype
http://130.88.202.8:8080/axis/

Researcher Name Resolver

http://rns.nii.ac.jp/resolver/search.go?AD=init
Shows identifiers, names, affiliations and aggregated information on researchers in Japan.　
Maintained by National Institute of Informatics. The identifier is provided by the Ministry of 
Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology, Japan (MEXT). Covers all receivers of grant-
in-aid for Scientific Research (Kaken) by MEXT

Maildentity

Part of Cyber Science Infrastracture (CSI) project by National Institute of Informatics, Japan. Aims to enable two-way 
access between Researcher Information System (RIS) and IRs using a national author identifier such as the personal 
researcher number assigned by JSPS (Japan Society for the Promotion of Science). This project is also expected to 
collaborate with the Researcher Resolver System being developed by NII

New Zealand Electronic Text Centre's Entity Authority Tool Set (EATS)
http://www.nzetc.org/

Web application for managing information 
about entities in the NZETC's records

XXX (Research Councils UK)

A system used by the Research Councils to uniquely identify PhD students. EThOS (the 
UK's new national e-theses service) will be including XXX identifier in its metadata at 
some point. It may also be used beyond PhD student level in the future.
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